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he can exercise no choice ; for though we may think of such
a one as choosing to follow the path along which attractions
draw him, there is in truth no choice nor thought of choice.
So Song as attractions and repulsions determine the path,
all talk of freedom is empty and foolish. Even though a
man feels himself as choosing the desirable object, the
feeling of freedom is illusory, for he is dragged by the
attractiveness of the object and the longing for pleasure in
himself. He is as much, or as little, free as the iron is free
to move to the magnet. The movement is determined by
the strength of the magnet and the nature of the iron an-
swering to its attraction.

To understand what we mean by freedom of the Will, we
must clear away a preliminary difficulty which faces us in the
word 4< choice ". When we appear to be free to choose,
does that so-called freedom of choice mean freedom of
Will ? Or is it not true to say that freedom of choice only
means that no external force compels us to elect one or
another of alternatives ? But the important question that
Sies behind this is: "What makes us choose ?" Whether
we are free to act when we have chosen is a very different
thing from whether we are " free " to choose, or whether
the choice is determined by something that lies behind.

How often we hear it said as a proof of the freedom
of the Will: {< I am free to choose whether I will leave
the room or not; I am free to choose whether I will
drop this weight or not." But such argument is beside
the question. No one denies the power of a person,
physically unconstrained, to leave a room or to stay
in it, to drop a weight or to upold ifc. The interesting